
 

THEMATIC OVERVIEW 

 

Year Group(s): Year 3 and 4 

Term and Duration: Autumn B 2016 

Theme:  Volcanoes – Why is the Earth so angry?   

 

Hook and key questions –  

Why is the Earth so angry?   

What is a volcano and how does it erupt? 

Who would want to live near a volcano and why? 

What was Pompeii and what can we learn from the discoveries there?  

Celebration-  

Bush babies – school excursion  

 

English 

objectives  

Poetry and Non-chronological reports 
  

Word Reading 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and 

morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words they meet 

 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

Reading – Comprehension 

 develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks 

 reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 

 using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

 increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths 

and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

 identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  

 preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action 

 discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

 recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative 

poetry] understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 

 checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 

explaining the meaning of words in context 

 asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 

 drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 

their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

 predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

 identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 

 identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

 retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

 participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can 

read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 

Writing - Transcription 

 use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 

1) 

 spell further homophones 

 spell words that are often misspelt (English Appendix 1) 

 place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, 

girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, children’s] 



 use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 

 write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and 

punctuation taught so far. 

Writing - Handwriting 

 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by 

ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of 

writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not 

touch]. 

Writing – Composition 

plan their writing by: 

 discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

 discussing and recording ideas 

draft and write by: 

 composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a 

varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures (English 

Appendix 2) 

 organising paragraphs around a theme 

 in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

 in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings] 

evaluate and edit by: 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting 

improvements 

 proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation 

and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 

Writing – Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

 extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of 

conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

 using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

 choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid 

repetition 

 using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

 using fronted adverbials 

 learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2 indicate grammatical and 

other features by: 

 using commas after fronted adverbials 

 indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 

 using and punctuating direct speech use and understand the grammatical terminology in 

English Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and 

reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths 

objectives  

Multiplication and division, Measurement (Time), Geometry: Properties of shape  
 

Year 3 

facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables 

multiplication tables that they know, including for two-digit numbers times one-digit numbers, 

using mental and progressing to formal written methods 

including positive integer scaling problems and correspondence problems in which n objects are 

connected to m objects. 

Year 4  

 multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12 

by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying together three numbers 

factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations 

-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using formal written layout 

two digit numbers by one digit, integer scaling problems and harder correspondence problems 

such as n objects are connected to m objects. 
 

Year 3 

 

of simple 2-D shapes 

 

and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks 

read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute; record and compare 

time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours; use vocabulary such as o’clock, a.m./p.m., morning, 

afternoon, noon and midnight 

er of days in each month, year and leap 

year 

tasks] 

Year 4  

minute] 

ure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including squares) in 

centimetres and metres 

 

 

, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks 

months; weeks to days. 
 

Year 3 

-D shapes and make 3-D shapes using modelling materials; recognise 3-D shapes in 

different orientations and describe them 

 

-turn, three make three 

quarters of a turn and four a complete turn; identify whether angles are greater than or less 

than a right angle 

 

 

 

 



Year 4  

nd triangles, based on their 

properties and sizes 

 

-D shapes presented in different orientations 

gure with respect to a specific line of symmetry. 

 

Science 

objectives  

Working Scientifically (Across all topics) 

Children should be taught to 

 asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer 

them  

 setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests  

 making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 

thermometers and data loggers  

 gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in 

answering questions  

 recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, 

bar charts, and tables  

 reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays 

or presentations of results and conclusions  

 using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest 

improvements and raise further questions  

 identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and 

processes  

 using straightforward scientific evidence to answer scientific questions 

 

Forces and magnets  

 Can compare how things move on different surfaces 

 Understands that magnets can repel or attract, work at a distance and have two poles and 

can work out whether they will attract or repel 

 Can compare the response of different materials to magnets and identify some magnetic 

materials. 

 

History 

objectives  

Geography this half term, History will be in the back in the Spring term.  

 

 

Geography 

objectives  

Volcanoes 

 I can describe the physical geography in context of what is under the surface of the 

Earth.  

 I can list the layers that make up the Earth.  

 I can describe what you find underground. 

 I can tell you how a volcano is formed and I can tell you what happens when a volcano 

erupts 

 I can describe how tectonic plates move. 

 I can name some of the parts of a volcano. 

 What is a volcano and how is it formed? 

 I can list the risks and benefits of living near to a volcano. 

 I can use extinct, dormant and active when describing volcanoes. 

 I can tell you where volcanoes are found. 

 I can explain what the mistake with the city of Pompeii was. 

 I can tell you key facts about the Pompeian’s civilisation.  

 I know what Pompeii is and what happened there.  

 To know about the structure and the inside of a volcano 

 To know the effects of a volcanic eruption on the environment. 



Art objectives  DT will be taught this half term 

DT objectives  Cooking 

 To recognise what it is in food that is essential to supply our bodies with the energy.  

 How food helps us live a healthy life and to be active 

 To understand that the food we eat contains different types of nutrients 

 To understand that the body needs fibre 

 To know in which food we find different nutrients 

 To know that different foods contain different nutrients 

 To know that bugs require special conditions to survive in food and know what these 

conditions are 

 To be able to explain where bugs come from and why we get sick 

 To understand that bugs can survive and grow in numbers on food 

 To understand the rules of food hygiene and see these applied in a food workplace 

 Can research and discuss ideas, and review existing products, to inform a new design 

 Can comment on the strengths and weaknesses of existing products 

 Can measure own products against criteria 

 

Chn will also be taught now to: 

• research and discuss ideas, and review existing products, to inform a new design 

• articulate criteria for the design of a product based on its purpose, intended user and    

resourcing 

• select an appropriate tool for a job, and use it safely 

• select the most suitable tool from a range on offer, and use it safely 

 

 

R.E objectives  Festivals of light  

 

 I can reflect on what it feels like to celebrate light. 

 I can discuss key traditions involved in Diwali. 

 I can say what Diwali celebrates. 

 I can compare beliefs of different world religions. 

 I know facts about and festivals from different world religions. 

 I can name some world religions. 

 I can reflect on the light and dark parts of the Hanukkah story 

 I can reflect on why Hanukkah is important to Jewish people. 

 I can say what Hanukkah celebrates. 

 I can compare beliefs and traditions of Christmas, Diwali and Hanukkah. 

 I can compare Christmas traditions and practices with other Festivals. 

 I can think of Christmas traditions and practices. 

 I can reflect on values that are important in my life. 

 I can think about what beliefs are important to Christians at Christmas. 

 I can say why Christmas is important to Christians. 

 

Spanish 

objectives 

NEW DUNNINGTON PLAN: 

Pupils will be taught Spanish vocabulary relating to the following: 

 Greetings 

 Numbers 0-10 

 Names – asking and giving name 

 Alphabet 

 Class phrases  

 Colours 

 Who is? / Here are/here is… 

 Animals  
 



Year 3 

 Can recite a simple rhyme in the target language  

 Knows that there are many languages across the world and that they use different 

words and ways of making sense  

 Knows words and useful phrases in the target language e.g. numbers, yes/no/please 

thank you, hello, Where is...?, I am...  

 Responds to a handful of simple questions such as What is your name? Would you 

like...? Where is...? 

 

Year 4 

 Can write and illustrate some simple sentences in the target language and know what 

each word means e.g. This is a... I wish to buy a... I like.... I don’t like...  

 Know a number of useful adjectives such as big, little, good, bad, red, green  

 Knows a handful of useful prepositions such as to, in, up, down  

 Knows a range of everyday nouns  

 Knows that some languages distinguish between genders and how this happens in the 

target language  

 Knows the definite and indefinite articles  

 

Music 

objectives  

Year 4 –  

Wider opportunities: children in Year 4 will be learning the clarinet and the ukulele. Chn will be 

looking at reading standard notation and aspects of pitch and rhythm in the context of 

learning their musical instrument.  

 

Year 3 –  

Children will be taught…  

● How to listen to music. 

● To sing the song. 

● To understand the geographical origin of the music and in which era it was composed. 

● To experience and learn how to apply key musical concepts/elements, eg finding a pulse, 

clapping a rhythm, use of pitch. 

● To play the accompanying Instrumental parts with or without the notated scores. 

● To work together in a band/ensemble. 

● To develop creativity through improvising and composing within the song. 

● To understand and use the pentatonic scale while improvising and composing. 

● To experience links to other areas of the curriculum. 

● To recognise the style of the music and to understand its main style indicators. 

● To understand and use general musical vocabulary and specific vocabulary linked to the song. 

● To undertake all these independently. 

 

PE objectives  Netball 

Children will be taught to: 

 work as a team player 

 how to demonstrate effective attack skills 

 extend the distance they are throwing over  

 to consolidate and improve the quality of their techniques and their ability to link 

movements 

 to improve their ability to choose and use simple tactics and strategies 

 to know and describe the short-term effects of different exercise activities on the body; 

how to improve stamina 

 to describe and evaluate the effectiveness and quality of performance 

 to use what they have learned to improve their work 

 

 

 



Computing 

objectives  

Visual media 

 Can explain in simple terms a computer network and the internet, and why they are 

useful 

 Can write simple programmes to do specific things e.g. to control physical systems 

 Understands the benefits and threats of the internet and how they can be minimised 

 Can use a search engine with some discrimination and understand how it selects and 

ranks items 

 Can use logic to explain or correct algorithm, and solve a programming problem by 

breaking it down into smaller parts 

 Recognises acceptable and unacceptable behaviour on digital media and how to respond 

to it 

 

PSHCE 

objectives  

Getting on and falling out 

 to talk and write about their opinions, and explain their views, on issues that affect 

themselves and society;  

 to face new challenges positively by collecting information, looking for help, making 

responsible choices, and taking action;  

 to research, discuss and debate topical issues, problems and events;  

 to realise the consequences of antisocial and aggressive behaviours, such as bullying 

and racism, on individuals and communities;  

 to reflect on spiritual, moral social and cultural issues, using imagination to understand 

other people’s experiences;  

 to resolve differences by looking at alternatives, making decisions and explaining 

choices;  

 that their actions affect themselves and others, to care about other people’s feelings 

and to try to see things from their points of view;  

 that differences and similarities between people arise from a number of factors, 

including cultural, ethnic, racial and religious diversity, gender and disability 

 to recognise their worth as individuals by identifying positive things about themselves 

and their achievements, seeing their mistakes, making amends and setting personal 

goals;  

 to reflect on spiritual, moral social and cultural issues, using imagination to understand 

other people’s experiences;  

 to resolve differences by looking at alternatives, making decisions and explaining 

choices;  

 that their actions affect themselves and others, to care about other people’s feelings 

and to try to see things from their points of view;  

 that differences and similarities between people arise from a number of factors, 

including cultural, ethnic, racial and religious diversity, gender and disability.  

 

Global 

dimensions  
Working for peace 

Enrichment 

activities  

Bush babies  

Pizza Express Year 3 Autumn/Year 4 Spring  

 


