
 

THEMATIC OVERVIEW 

 

Year Group(s): Year 3 and 4 

Term and Duration: Spring A 2017 

Theme:  Who lives in a house like this?   

 

Hook and key questions –  

Quiz show game! – Who lives in a house like this? 

Link to Habitats in Science and The Bronze Age and Iron Age in History.  

What clues can we find to help us to identify the owner of the house/habitat?  

How old is it? 

What does it look like?  

How many inhabitants live there?  

Where in the world would you find one? 

 

Celebration-  

From Stone Age to Iron Age workshop (in school) 

English 

objectives  

Imaginary worlds and Play scripts 

 

Word Reading 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and 

morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words they meet 

 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

Reading – Comprehension 

 develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks 

 reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 

 using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

 increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths 

and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

 identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  

 preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action 

 discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

 recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative 

poetry] understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 

 checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 

explaining the meaning of words in context 

 asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 

 drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 

their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

 predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

 identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 

 identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

 retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

 participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can 

read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 

Writing - Transcription 

 use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 

1) 



 spell further homophones 

 spell words that are often misspelt (English Appendix 1) 

 place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, 

girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, children’s] 

 use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 

 write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and 

punctuation taught so far. 

Writing - Handwriting 

 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by 

ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of 

writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not 

touch]. 

Writing – Composition 

plan their writing by: 

 discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

 discussing and recording ideas 

draft and write by: 

 composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a 

varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures (English 

Appendix 2) 

 organising paragraphs around a theme 

 in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

 in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings] 

evaluate and edit by: 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting 

improvements 

 proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation 

and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 

Writing – Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

 extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of 

conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

 using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

 choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid 

repetition 

 using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

 using fronted adverbials 

 learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2 indicate grammatical and 

other features by: 

 using commas after fronted adverbials 

 indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 

 using and punctuating direct speech use and understand the grammatical terminology in 

English Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and 

reading. 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths 

objectives  

Statistics 

Year 3 - Statistics 

 

one-step and two-step questions, e.g. ‘How many more?’ and ‘How many fewer?’ using 

information presented in scaled bar charts and pictograms and tables. 

Year 4 - Statistics 

rpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical methods, 

including bar charts and time graphs. 

pictograms, tables and other graphs. 

 

Geometry: Position and direction  

Year 3 and Year 4 – Position and direction 

-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant 

up/down 

ified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. 

 

Science 

objectives  

Working Scientifically (Across all topics) 

Children should be taught to 

 asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer 

them  

 setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests  

 making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 

thermometers and data loggers  

 gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in 

answering questions  

 recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, 

bar charts, and tables  

 reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays 

or presentations of results and conclusions  

 using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest 

improvements and raise further questions  

 identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and 

processes  

 using straightforward scientific evidence to answer scientific questions 

 

Living things and their habitats  

 Can classify living things  

 Understands that environments change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to 

living things  

 

History 

objectives  

The Bronze Age and Iron Age  

 Can describe what life was like during this period. 

 To know how the discovery of metals changed this period.  

 To know what kind of evidence survives.  

 

 What was daily life was like in The Bronze Age and Iron Age? 

 What did early The Bronze Age and Iron Age people eat? 

 Why agriculture and farming was important to The Bronze Age and Iron Age people? 

 How did The Bronze Age and Iron Age people communicate? 

 What do we know about The Bronze Age and Iron Age people in relation to others 

civilisations around the world at the same time?  

 



Geography 

objectives  

History this half term, Geography will be in the second half of the Spring term.  

 

 

 

 

Art objectives  Sculpture  

 

Year 3 objectives  

 Has made use of a sketch book to record observations and gather ideas.  

 Has experienced a range of drawing tools and materials and made clear progress in one 

or more of these.  

 Can describe the work and distinctive style of a handful of significant artist, craft-

makers and architects across time.  

 

Year 4 objectives 

 Has made use of a sketch book to and gather and develop early ideas.  

 Has experienced a range of painting tools and materials and made clear progress in 2D 

arts.  

 Can describe the work and distinctive style of a handful of significant artist, craft-

makers and architects of a particular period in time.  

 

DT objectives  Art will be taught this half term  

 

 

R.E objectives  Why do people pray? 

 

 Describe what some believers say and do when they pray.  

 Respond thoughtfully to examples of how praying helps religious believers.  

 Describe the practice of prayer in the religions studied.   

 Make connections between what people believe about prayer and what they do when 

they pray. 
 Describe ways in which prayer can comfort and challenge believers.  

 Describe and comment on similarities and differences between how Christians, Muslims 

and Hindus pray.  

 Explain similarities and differences between how people pray. 

 Consider and evaluate the significance of prayer in the lives of people today. 

 

Spanish 

objectives 

NEW DUNNINGTON PLAN: 

Pupils will be taught Spanish vocabulary relating to the following: 

 Greetings 

 Numbers 0-15 

 Names – asking and giving name 

 Alphabet 

 Class phrases  

 Colours 

 Who is? / Here are/here is… / What is? 

 Animals  

 Happy New Year 

 Vowels and consonants 

 High and low 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 

 Can recite a simple rhyme in the target language  

 Knows that there are many languages across the world and that they use different 

words and ways of making sense  

 Knows words and useful phrases in the target language e.g. numbers, yes/no/please 

thank you, hello, Where is...?, I am...  

 Responds to a handful of simple questions such as What is your name? Would you 

like...? Where is...? 

 

Year 4 

 Can write and illustrate some simple sentences in the target language and know what 

each word means e.g. This is a... I wish to buy a... I like.... I don’t like...  

 Know a number of useful adjectives such as big, little, good, bad, red, green  

 Knows a handful of useful prepositions such as to, in, up, down  

 Knows a range of everyday nouns  

 Knows that some languages distinguish between genders and how this happens in the 

target language  

 Knows the definite and indefinite articles  

 

Music 

objectives  

Year 4 –  

Wider opportunities: children in Year 4 will be learning the clarinet and the ukulele. Chn will be 

looking at reading standard notation and aspects of pitch and rhythm in the context of 

learning their musical instrument.  

 

Year 3 – Glockenspiel  

 Can listen to and recall a short musical sequence 

 Can describe the main features of longer pieces 

 Can improvise a short simple musical piece 

 Can adapt and improve a musical performance e.g. singing or playing a short piece 

 
NC Key stage 2  

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. 

They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas 

within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PE objectives  Year 3 - Gym 

 Can perform movements in isolation or in combination 

 Can work as a team player 

Year 4 - Gym 

 Can demonstrate and develop flexibility and strength e.g. in gymnastics 

 Is able to reflect on performance and improve performance 

 

Year 3 - Invasion games 

 Demonstrates effective attack skills 

 Has played one or two competitive sports  

 Can work as a team player 

Year 4 - Invasion games 

 Demonstrates effective defensive skills  

 Has participated in two or three team sports 

 

National Curriculum KS2 - Pupils should be taught to: 

- Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance (e.g. athletics and 

gymnastics 

- Perform dances using a range of movement patterns 

- Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 

achieve their personal best 

 

Computing 

objectives  

Music and sound  

 

Year 3 Climbing Frames 

Can explain in simple terms a computer network and the internet, and why they are useful 

Can write simple programmes to do specific things e.g. to control physical systems 

Understands the benefits and threats of the internet and how they can be minimised 

Year 4 Climbing Frames 

Can use a search engine with some discrimination and understand how it selects and ranks 

items 

Can use logic to explain or correct algorithm, and solve a programming problem by breaking it 

down into smaller parts 

Recognises acceptable and unacceptable behaviour on digital media and how to respond to it 

NC 

Pupils should be taught to: 

software (including internet services) on a range of 

digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and content that accomplish 

given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information 

 safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns about content 

and contact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSHCE 

objectives  

It’s good to be me! 

 

Children will be taught: 

1a) to talk and write about their opinions, and explain their views, on issues that affect 

themselves and society; 

1b) to recognise their worth as individuals, by identifying positive things about themselves and 

their achievements, seeing their mistakes, making amends and setting personal goals; 

2e) to reflect on spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, using imagination to understand 

other people’s experiences; 

4a) that their actions affect themselves and others, to care about other people’s feelings and 

to try to see things from their points of view; 

4c) to be aware of different types of relationships, including marriage, and those between 

friends and families, and to develop the skills to be effective in relationships. 

 

Global 

dimensions  

Strong societies and What kind of farming? 

 To talk and write about their opinions, and explain their 

views, on issues that affect themselves and society.  

 To take responsibility [for example, for planning and looking 

after the school environment; for the needs of others, such 

as by acting as a peer supporter, as a befriender, or as a 

playground mediator for younger pupils; for looking after 

animals properly; for identifying safe, healthy and 

sustainable means of travel when planning their journey to 

school]. 

 

Enrichment 

activities  

Pizza Express  

From Stone Age to Iron Age workshop (in school) 

 

 


