
 

THEMATIC OVERVIEW 

Year Group(s): Reception 

Term and Duration:  Autumn 1 2018 
BASELINE ASSESSMENT/HARVEST PREPARATION 

Theme:    Ourselves/Harvest 

Hook In:   Memory Boxes 

Celebration:   Toy Museum to share with parents. 

 

Key Questions: 

 What is a human? What can humans do? What are our needs?  

 How do humans change? 

 What are our special memories? 

 What is harvest? Why and how do we celebrate harvest? 

Literacy 

 All age-related phonics objectives are overarching throughout literacy as well as in discrete phonics sessions. 

 All age-related handwriting objectives are overarching throughout literacy as well as in discrete handwriting sessions. 

 All age related reading objectives are overarching throughout literacy and guided and one to one reading sessions. 

Literacy  

Reading 

My Five Senses, I will Never eat a tomato, Peepo, Something Else, We are best friends, Starting School, NF books about our 

bodies, Oliver’s vegetables, Oliver’s Fruit Salad. Percy the Park keeper-The Storm 

 

Fiction/Non-fiction-sorting 
 
Writing 
 

Name writing, Labelling body parts, Naming and labelling fruits and vegetables, Harvest-exploring descriptive words–linked 

Forest Schools language enrichments 

Mathematics 

 

All age related number objectives run alongside the topic in areas of provision and in focused group/class 

work 

Mathematics: Numbers 
 

Shape, Space and Measures 
 

Mathematics is linked to Topic where appropriate 

 Counting forwards and backwards 

 Number recognition and ordering to 10/20 

 Counting out-Natural Autumn finds 

 More than /less than, conkers/acorns/leaves 

  
Seasons and months, days of the week-language of 
time/chronology 
 
Repeating patterns-potato printing 
 
 

Understanding the World 

People and Communities 
Christian Value- Peace 
Birthday celebrations- What are we 
celebrating and how do we do this?- 
 Differences and similarities between 
family traditions and customs 
Harvest- Why do we celebrate? Who 
celebrates this? Why is Harvest special? 
 Harvest around the world- differences 
and similarities 
 British values through GoGivers 

The World 
Forest Schools- exploring outdoors,  
Autumn Treasure Hunt,  Forest Magic 
wands, Nature Faces, Autumn colour 
matching, Autumn leaf hats, bark and 
leaf rubbings 
Fairy gardens 
Mud Kitchen using natural objects. 
Observing changes 
Harvest festival ( Harvest around the 
world) 

Technology 
Interactive games-  My Maths, Shape 
and Space, Paint Spa pictures, Bee Bot,  
 
Ipads to take pictures of each other 
 
Paint Spa level 1 tools. Paint a Harvest 
basket 
 



  

 RE  Where do I belong? 
GoGivers unit- More than one 
friend/Our Community/You scratch my 
back ( looking after each other) 
People and Communities- My Family 
and my Memory Box 
Visit from a baby/carer 
Our bodies and our 5 senses 

Fruits and vegetables- 
naming/comparing  
 
 
Fruit  and veg shop 
Fruit Kebabs 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Media and Materials ( includes music and dance) 
Exploring, investigating and describing sounds- shaking, 
tapping, scraping sounds, vocal and body sounds. 
 Being a conductor 
Keeping a steady pulse- playing, singing and dancing to topic 
related and seasonal songs 
 Autumn leaves dance, Harvest barn dancing 
 Colour mixing, leaf printing, colour collage, tiger camouflage 
Autumn hat making, painting and drawing of Harvest produce 
Leaf and fruit/veg printing 
 Patterns 
 

Being Imaginative 
Exploring, investigating and describing sounds- shaking, 
tapping, scraping sounds, vocal and body sounds. 
 Being a conductor 
Keeping a steady pulse- playing, singing and dancing to topic 
related and seasonal songs 
 Autumn leaves dance, Harvest barn dancing 
 Colour mixing, leaf printing, colour collage, tiger camouflage 
Autumn hat making, painting and drawing of Harvest produce 
Leaf and fruit/veg printing 
 Patterns 
Home Corner- role play 
Child initiated drama 
 

PSED 

Making Relationships 
 Settling in to school and learning new 
rules and routines 
 Working in small groups and with 
partners, Relating to adults 
British Values/GoGivers unit- More than 
one friend/Our Community 

Self confidence and self awareness 
 Settling in to school. Being aware of 
own needs and asking others for help. 
Managing changes in routine 
 
RE- Where do I belong? 

Managing feelings and behaviour 
 New rules and expectations of class 
behaviour. Leaving parents and coping 
with change 
Appropriate behaviour in church for 
Harvest Festival 
 
 

Physical Development 

Moving and Handling 
 Fine motor skills- using pencils, scissors, paint brushes- junk 
modelling, collage, Forest school craft, 
P.E. dance- developing a range of movement, using PE 
equipment- bats and balls- aiming, catching , throwing, simple 
team races 

Health and self care 
Dressing and undressing for P.E. 
Confidence using toilet hand washing routines  
 Use of large scale outdoor equipment- safe handling 
 

Communication and Language 

Listening and Attention 
Listening and responding to stories and 
non fiction, own story telling in small 
world- working with others,  question 
and answer time with  parents and their 
toys, circle time, Collective Worship in 
hall 

Understanding 
Understanding simple class rules of 
safety , turn taking and keeping the 
classroom tidy 
 Following simple instructions 

Speaking 
   Listening and responding to stories 
and non fiction, own story telling in 
small world- working with others, 
question and answer time role play 
areas- using appropriate language to 
theme, Show and Tell- being aware of 
audience and speaking with confidence. 



 


