
 

THEMATIC OVERVIEW 

Year Group(s): Reception 

Term and Duration: Autumn 1 (6 weeks) 

Theme: Traditional Tales/Harvest 

Hook In: Drama for Jack and the Beanstalk 

 

Key Questions: 
Traditional Tales 
What is your favourite story? Why? ( Find out prior to term starting) 
What characters can we think of in our favourite tales? What do they do? 
Differentiated weekly objectives are highlighted in detailed EYFS plans and in weekly Literacy and 
Mathematics plans 
 
Harvest 
What is harvest? What do we grow? 
How do we celebrate Harvest? 

Literacy 

 All age-related phonics objectives are overarching throughout literacy as well as in discrete phonics 
sessions. 

 All age-related handwriting objectives are overarching throughout literacy as well as in discrete handwriting 
sessions. 

 All age related reading objectives are overarching throughout literacy and guided and one to one reading 
sessions. 

 Drama/Role play-Jack and the Beanstalk house and castle. Re-enact story 

 Small group story telling with small world props 

 Describing words for characters-large class display…use through drama 

 Jack and the Beanstalk, 3 Billy Goats, 3 Little Pigs,  

 Labelling-initial sounds/simple words 

 Fruit and veg-describing/and tasting 

 Harvest class poems 

 Non fiction books on Harvest 
 

 Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of new words. 

 Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate, meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in 
sequence. Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions. 

 Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts 

 Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They 
also write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 
 

 

Mathematics 

 
All age related number objectives run alongside the topic in areas of provision and in focused group/class work 

Number SSM 

Number-Counting ‘gold’ coins for giant 

Number-, Rhymes eg 5 little piggies, 10 little fairies 
Number-adding beans/golden coins-more/fewer 
Number ordering-traditional tail themed. 
Counting and sorting leaves 
 
Count an irregular arrangement of up to 10/20 objects. 

Use language of more/fewer to compare two sets of 

objects. 

Count reliably with numbers from one to twenty 

 

Weight-weighing fruits and vegetables-putting in order 

Count and weigh/balance 

 Length-tallest/shortest, taller/shorter—compare 

beanstalks/heights  

Pattern making/symmetry and repeating pattern with 

fruit/potato printing 

Can describe their relative position such as ‘behind or 
next to’, Orders two or three items by length or height, 
Orders two items by weight or capacity, Measures short 
periods of time in simple ways 

 
Children use everyday language to talk about size, 
weight, capacity, position, distance, time to compare 
quantities and objects and to solve problems 

 



 

Understanding the World 

People and Communities The World Technology 

Listening to Harvest songs 

 Why do we sing them? 

-Looking at maps of the world and 

where things are harvested. 

What do farmers do? 

They know about similarities and 

differences between themselves and 

others, and among families, 

communities and tradition 

 

 

Science Floating and sinking 

experiments using different fruits and 

vegetables–  

Comparing different seeds –Make 

shakers-discuss and describe 

sounds/explain why different seeds 

make different sounds. 

Can talk about some of the things they 

have observed such as animals 

 
Looks closely at similarities, differences, 

patterns and change 

 

Talks about why things happen and how 
things work. 
 
They talk about  how environments 
might vary from one another 
 

Computer- engage with YOYO 
Harvest collective worship 
 
Bee Bot-‘tell’ stories using Bee bot 
mat. Plan routes for story characters 
 
IPAD photographs of harvest 
baskets 

Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-
appropriate computer software. 
 

Shows an interest in technological toys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Media and Materials ( includes music and dance) Being Imaginative 

 
Harvest mobiles, colour mixing Autumn colours, paper 
plate traditional tale characters, 
 
Shakers 
Create simple representations of events, people and objects.  
Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. 
Explore sounds of different instruments 
Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources 

Jack and the Beanstalk drama and role play 
Small world Billy Goats and 3 pigs stories 
Making houses for the three pigs. 
Constructing a bridge for the troll to sit under. 
Make patterns with differently textured natural objects. 
Percussion effects for story telling 

They represent their own ideas, thoughts 
and feelings through design and technology, art, music,         
dance, role play and stories. 
 

PSED 

Making Relationships 
 

Self confidence and self awareness 
 

Managing feelings and behaviour 
 

Begin role play Jack’s cottage 

Outdoor- 

Partner/group modelling of 

bridges/pig houses. 

Initiates conversations, attends to and 
takes account of what others say. 
Children play co-operatively, taking 
turns with 
 

Drama- traditional tales, talking 
within a groups about favourite 
books/characters. 
Aware of the boundaries set, and of 
behavioural expectations in the setting. 
Children are confident to try new 
activities, 
Confident to speak to others about own 
needs, wants, 
interests and opinions 
They are confident to speak in a 

Drama- listening and responding 
appropriately to stories 

They work as part of a group or class, 
and understand and follow the rules 
 
Children play co-operatively, taking 

turns with others. 

 



familiar group, will talk about 
 

Physical Development 

Moving and Handling Health and self care 

PE- dance-sowing the seeds and cutting the corn-

harvest dances ( outside) 

Topic related junk modelling, using a range of materials-

fixing and fitting skills 

Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable materials 
safely and with increasing control. 
Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. 
 
Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of 
resources. 
Experiments with different ways of moving. 
• Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 
 
They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating 
space 
Shows understanding of the need for safety when tackling 
new challenges, and considers and manages some risks. 
 
 

Awareness of safety when making group models and 
entering role play. 
Moving appropriately in PE and negotiating space 
Shows understanding of how to transport and store 
equipment safely. 

Communication and Language 

Listening and Attention Understanding Speaking 

-Listening to stories-responding 

Group discussion 

Responds to instructions involving a 

two-part sequence. 

Maintains attention, concentrates and 
sits quietly during appropriate activity 
Children listen attentively in a range of 
situations. 
 
 

Following instructions for all activities 

Responds to instructions involving a 

two-part sequence or multi instructions 

 

Responding in groups and 1-1 on 
stories, poems and NF texts 
Discussing their models 
Sharing ideas and taking turns in 
group large scale topic related 
activities.  

Uses talk to organise, sequence and 
clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events. 
 



 

 


