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17th September 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We’ve had another great week in school! We are really proud of the way the children are responding to new 
routines both in their new classroom and around school. There have been a lot of changes to contend with and, 
whilst we continue to tweak our systems to ensure we are using our time as efficiently as possible, school feels calm 
and a happy place to be! 
 
Jigsaw PSHE Programme 
 
This week our children have begun welcoming their new Jigsaw friends into their classes. For those of you who are 
new to our school, the Jigsaw friends, collectively known as the ‘Jiggies’, are used in the main as the ‘talking object’ 
in circle discussions. The children and staff pass the particular Friend for their class around the circle and when 
holding the Jigsaw friend, it is your turn to talk or to offer a suggestion, experience or feeling relevant to the 
discussion (if you choose to). The Jigsaw friends also act as distancing tools so that children can talk about potentially 
more sensitive issues without referring directly to themselves. 
 
There are six Puzzles in Jigsaw that are designed to progress in sequence from the start of each academic year:  
 
Term 1: Being Me in My World  
Term 2: Celebrating Difference (including anti-bullying)  
Term 3: Dreams and Goals  
Term 4: Healthy Me  
Term 5: Relationships  
Term 6: Changing Me (including Sex Education)  
 
Each Puzzle has six pieces (lessons) which work towards an ‘end product’, for example, The School Learning Charter 
or The Garden of Dreams and Goals. Each piece has two learning intentions: one is based on specific PSHE learning 
and one is based on emotional literacy and social skills development. The whole school works on the same puzzle at 
the same time, meaning that each puzzle can be launched with a whole-school assembly and learning can be 
celebrated by the whole school in a meaningful way.  
 
This week we launched our first piece of the puzzle ‘Being Me in My World’ and will complete this ‘puzzle’ in all 
classes before October half-term. Our Collective Worship this week focussed on Kind Hands/Kind Words and today 
we celebrated examples of children’s kindness in school. 
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Reception Class Start and Finish Times 
 
From Monday 20th September 2021, we would like Reception children to start school at 8:55am and be collected at 
3:20pm, in line with the rest of KS1. If your child is attending on a part-time basis, please collect them from the main 
entrance at 1pm, the end of the lunchtime break. 
 
Parking outside School 
 
I know I mentioned this in last week’s newsletter but I feel I must send out a further plea.  
Please could parents try to avoid parking and dropping off in front of school and opposite or along the yellow zig-
zags? We have had some worrying ‘near misses’ this week with children, particularly those who are cycling to school, 
trying to negotiate their way around parked cars, cars over-taking the parked cars and also oncoming traffic. 
 
Please help to keep our children safe on their journey to and from school by parking further away from the premises. 
 
Unpredictable Weather 
 
We do try to get out at playtimes whenever possible so please ensure your child has a coat or showerproof jacket in 
school at all times. As we all know, the good, old British weather can be very unpredictable!  
 
PE Kits and Water Bottles 
It would be helpful if all children brought their PE kit in to school on Monday and took them home for washing on 
Friday, just in case we need to make an adjustment to our timetables. Water bottles should continue to brought in 
daily. 
 
Outdoor Gym and Play Equipment 
Thankfully, our outdoor gym and play equipment at the rear of the school is now back in operation! The children 
know that they are only allowed on this when they are supervised by staff. Please could we ask that younger siblings 
don’t use the equipment at school drop off and collection times also? 
 
Sports Clubs 
There are still some spaces available in the Y1/2 and Y3/4 clubs and it’s only £10 for 5 weeks. If you would like a 
place please contact the office by Tuesday 21st September. For those that have already signed up your child is on the 
list and will need their normal PE kit and their water bottle on the day of the club. Please send payment by Monday 
if you haven’t done so already. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. I hope you all have a relaxing weekend. 

 
With very best wishes, 

 
Caroline Hancy 


