
 

 

Friday 3rd September 2014 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I would like to begin by offering a very warm welcome to you all following the summer break. The 

holidays do seem to fly by, and we have certainly enjoyed some decent weather this year, but it is 

always good to get back into the school routine and to see everyone again.  

  

On behalf of all who work at the school, I would like to pass on a very big thank you to children and 

parents for all the kind cards, letters and gifts received at the end of last term. They were very 

much appreciated. 

 

As always during the summer holidays, there have been a number of developments in school which I 

would like to share with you. 

 

Staffing Update 

 

As many of you will know, Mrs Waites has now moved on to Applefields School to continue her career. 

She contacted me at the beginning of term and asked that I passed on her thanks for the many kind 

messages and gifts she received. The children are in her thoughts as they start the new term and 

she hopes to be able to visit and keep in touch with us into the future. 

 

We are very pleased to welcome Mrs Philippa Rab as Mrs Waites’ replacement for the autumn term. 

She will join Mrs Rowntree in year five and comes highly recommended from Burton Green School, 

where she completed her PGCE training. She also has experience working as a teaching assistant in a 

school in London and at Millthorpe School in York. 

She has spent lots of time in school planning and getting to know the routines and I know she is very 

much looking forward to the term ahead. 

 

Parent Welcome Meetings 

 

You should have received a letter and subsequent reminder regarding our September Parent Welcome 

Meetings. 

Please don’t worry if you are unable to attend, information will also be sent out in a class newsletter 

and published on the school VLE. 

Teaching staff will also be providing you with their school email address should you need to contact 

them directly. Please be aware that staff will endeavour to check emails each day but this 

cannot be guaranteed so for urgent matters, please leave a message with the school office. 

 

 

 

 

DUNNINGTON C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Pear Tree Lane 

Dunnington 

York YO19 5QG 
Tel 01904 489615 

Fax 01904 489566 
 

                                  Headteacher: Caroline Hancy 

 



 

 
Curriculum Development 

 

Over the past year, members of staff have spent considerable time during training days and staff 

meetings, reviewing and redesigning our curriculum plans in readiness for the introduction of the new 

primary national curriculum this term. We have developed a new thematic approach and staff will 

share our plans to date with parents at the welcome meetings and on the school website. We hope 

that the children will be excited and enthused by our new curriculum, developing a thirst for 

knowledge and a love of learning. 

 

Many of you will remember that last May, I consulted with parents over two aspects of our 

curriculum design:- 

1. Choice of language (French or Spanish) and; 

2. Number of residential experiences (1 or 2) 

 

The results of the consultation were as follows:- 

 

Of the 81 responses received:- 

 

35% of parents opted for French and 54% of parents voted for Spanish. 

11% had a different or no preference. 

We will therefore begin to teach Spanish in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 this academic year.  

 

23% of parents voted for 1 residential and 72% of parents preferred for there to be 2 trips. 5% had 

a different or no preference. 

We will continue to provide 2 residential trips in upper key stage two and whilst this year we will 

continue to travel to Low Mill and Coniston, we will also consider possible alternatives for future 

years, to ensure these opportunities incorporate a broader range of experiences. 

 

As part of our Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHCE)  programme of study, we have in the 

past had SEAL weeks which focus on Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning. Topics such as ‘New 

Beginnings’, ‘Getting on and Falling out’ and Relationships were explored throughout the school 

culminating in a sharing assembly for parents. We have now decided to integrate these topics into the 

new curriculum but at a time which suits each class rather than the same week for the whole school. 

We will therefore no longer have SEAL assemblies but instead, each class will invite parents to share 

in appropriate celebration events on occasions within the school year. Class teachers will notify 

parents directly, giving advanced warning for planning purposes. 

 

European Language Day 

On Thursday 26th September, we will be celebrating the launch of Spanish as our new language taught 

throughout school. We ask that all children, including key stage 1, dress in the colours of the Spanish 

flag (red and yellow). Teachers will also plan Spanish activities for their class to mark this occasion. 

 

Premises Development 

Over the summer holidays, we have made a number of improvements to the school site, including the 

remodelling and refurbishment of the KS2 toilets. I would especially like to thank our cleaning and 

facilities management teams for their hard work over the school closure period. They have worked 

tirelessly to ensure our school was clean and ready for the start of term. 

 



 

 
Plan of the School 

 

Teachers often move classrooms to accommodate their new intake. I have attached a plan of the 

school so that you can see where you child’s new class is situated. I hope it makes sense! 

 

School Uniform 

 

The children have arrived back looking very smart in their school uniforms. Please could you ensure 

that all articles, including PE kit and shoes, are named. We really would like to reduce the amount of 

lost property in school!! There are quite a number of articles outside my office left over from last 

term. Please do pop and have a look if you know you are missing something. 

 

Jewellery 

 

For safety's sake the wearing of jewellery, with the exception of watches, is discouraged.  
 
We are unable to accept responsibility for the care of jewellery or for the damage caused by the 

wearing of earrings. If your child has pierced ears, please ensure that small studs are worn.  
 
All jewellery, including studs, must be removed for P.E. and should not be taped up. It should be kept 

in a named container. We cannot be held responsible for lost items of jewellery. Unfortunately 

members of staff are unable to help children to remove jewellery.  
 
If your child is unable to remove their own jewellery, please ensure items are removed at home on 

the relevant days otherwise they will not be able to take part in the PE session. 
 
If your child is planning on having their ears pierced, the best time is early in the summer holidays to 

allow time for the ears to heal.   

 

School Lunches 

 

As you can imagine, the introduction of free school meals for all key stage one children has presented 

schools with a number of challenges. 

As a result of this new legislation, our school meal take-up has increased from on average 60-70 

meals to approx. 140 meals per day. 

The catering staff have received additional resources and equipment to enable them to prepare for 

this large increase but now that we have the children back in school, we can put the plans into 

practice and continue to tweak and trial new systems of service to ensure an efficient yet 

pleasurable experience for all.  

 

Water Bottles 

 

The children are encouraged to drink plenty of water throughout the school day so please ensure 

they have a named water bottle in school. These can be purchased at the school office for 95 pence 

or supplied from home. We do not provide cups by the water machines as this is not very 

hygienic. However, if a child has forgotten their bottle, they can borrow a cup from the staffroom. 

Whilst we do try to keep water bottles clean in school, please also encourage your child to bring them 

home each weekend for a good wash! 

 

 



 

 

Nut Free Zone 
 
For the benefit of parents new to the school, you may have read in our prospectus that our school is 

a ‘nut-free zone’. This is because we have a number of children in school who have a severe nut 

allergy. We therefore ask that all parents avoid putting nuts or any product that contains whole nuts 

into packed lunches. Thank you for your cooperation on this matter. Please avoid nuts, or  

 

Sweets in School 
 
Occasionally children bring treats and sweets in from holidays and birthdays to share with their 

friends.  

Whilst I appreciate this is a really kind gesture, some parents would rather their children didn’t eat 

sweets. It can also be quite time-consuming and difficult for teaching staff to determine which 

sweets children can have when they have food intolerances/allergies. I am therefore requesting that 

children no longer bring treats into school to share. 

 

Bug-Busting Week 
 
Thank you for your extremely supportive response to our bug busting weeks over the last year.   

As is tradition at Dunnington CE School, the first week of every half term is ‘bug busting week’. 

This approach to the problem has been very effective in working towards the elimination of head lice 

from our school.   We would therefore like to ask for your co-operation in continuing with this regular 

event. We do occasionally have one or two reports of head lice in school, so it is important to be 

vigilant. 

Please remember that we need every family to participate in order for our efforts to be effective.  

Please proceed as follows:- 

Starting from today, please check for head lice and eggs and wet-comb the hair of every member of 

your family at least once every three days for at least one full week. 

Experts are divided as to whether wet-combing or chemical treatment is best but unless you find lice 

or eggs, it is better not to treat heads with chemical preparations. 

If you are unfamiliar with head lice and would like more information or support about detection and 

treatment, please see Mrs Hancy or Mrs Brandon. 
 
Thank you again for your co-operation. 

 

Important Dates for the Term 

 

Please find attached a list of important dates for the term. 

 

As always, if you have any concerns about anything mentioned in this letter or your child over the 

course of the year, please get in touch. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

 
Caroline Hancy 


