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    11th June 2020 

 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

 

I hope you and your families continue to be well as we move into the next phase of our 

national and local response to the COVID pandemic. 

 

I am pleased to say that our primary schools and junior school are now well into their wider 

opening for the year groups designated by the government. The form of this wider opening 

and the number of students we are able to accommodate is varying across our Trust, linked 

to the capacity and context of our individual schools. We are also now looking forward to the 

wider opening of Fulford School to students in Years 10 and Year 12 starting from next week. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff for their work to prepare for this wider 

reopening of our schools. I must particularly thank our Headteachers, Estates and site staff, 

and all those who have worked behind the scenes to complete risk assessments, devise new 

ways of working and source additional equipment to ensure our schools are able to operate 

safely. This has been an immense job that has involved hours of additional work. 

 

Our Headteachers are now looking beyond the current wider opening of our schools and at 

what the future landscape may look like. We are aware that the end of the school year is only 

a few weeks away and that plans need to be put in place for how our schools will operate 

from September. At this stage of the year we are normally engaged in timetable construction 

for the new academic year and the allocation of staff and pupils to individual teaching groups. 

We would also be well into our transition planning for pupils due to enter new schools in 

September. 

 

The realisation that current social distancing requirements preclude any swift return to normal 

school operation has been recognised in the government abandoning their plans for a wider 

return to primary schools prior to the summer holidays. Should these current social distancing 

requirements continue into September, then this will mean we will not be able to return to the 

normal operation of any our schools at this stage. This will clearly be an issue for schools 

across the country and not just our Trust should this occur.  

 

There is, as yet, no definitive answer on what will happen in relation to school opening for the 

2020/21 academic year and we have no timeline for any guidance of this nature to emerge. 

Clearly, plans relating to school opening will be dictated by events in the weeks ahead and 

particularly the national and local picture that emerges as the COVID lockdown eases. We 

will be doing all we can to facilitate the return of all our pupils at the earliest opportunity that it  
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is safe to do so but we do not have any indication yet of when this may occur. It is worth 

noting that recent parliamentary discussions on this issue have raised the possibility of a full 

start back at school being delayed until much later into the autumn term. 

 

We are starting to plan for a number of scenarios in the absence of hard information. Our 

ideal option would be a full return to school in September and we are planning in hope of this 

occurring. We are also planning for a series of scenarios that involve a partial return for pupils 

to school, most likely on a part-time or rota basis, that will be supplemented by remote 

learning. In light of the continuation of remote learning, both in the short and possibly longer 

term, our schools will now be devising and publishing remote learning protocols to provide 

additional information for parents on this issue. We are aware of the difficulties and demands 

of remote learning for students, parents and schools and working to address this is a priority 

for us as a Trust and for the individual schools within it. 

 

I apologise that I cannot give you more precise information on future school arrangements. 

Please be assured that we will update you on any developments as soon as we can. We do, 

however, normally only receive government announcements at the same time as the general 

public. 

 

The Headteacher of your school will continue to update you on their individual operating 

arrangements. We are all doing all we can to ensure our pupils learn and develop effectively 

and to facilitate their return to school at the earliest opportunity it is safe to do so. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Lorna Savage 

Trust CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The South York Multi-Academy Trust. Please see our website for a full list of our partner primary schools. 
Registered address: Fulfordgate, Heslington Lane, Fulford, York YO10 4FY. 

A charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company registration number:11082297 

 


