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Wednesday 25th October 2023 
 
Dear parent/ carer, 
 
Message from Mrs Thompson 
 
As we come towards the end of this half term, I would like to thank all of you for the way I have been 
welcomed into the school community. Dunnington is such a friendly place to work, the children are 
unfailingly polite and I have really enjoyed my first half term here.  
 
I endeavour to be outside during drop off and pick up time on Monday-Wednesday so please do 
come and have a chat if you ever need to discuss anything.  
 
It has been a very long half-term and I know all of the children and staff are very much looking 
forward to the half-term holiday. I hope everyone has a lovely break doing all the things they love.  
We look forward to seeing the children ready and refreshed for Autumn 2 on Monday 6th November. 
 
 
A few things we have been getting up to in school this week … 
 
As always, there has been lots of fun and exciting activities going on in school this week. Here is a 
snap shot of a few of them: 
 
Year 5 loved telling me about adding the wattle and daub to their Anglo-Saxon structures: 
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Year 1 and 2 really enjoyed making and icing biscuits: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 have been writing some amazing newspaper articles: 
 
 
And here is a sneak preview to 
some of our Christmas Card Designs 
that every class has been working 
on: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Football Victory at Lakeside 
 
Two teams from year 5 and 6 emerged victorious after two exciting football matches against 
Lakeside. Albie said “It was the greatest game of football ever!” Team A won 2-1 with a last-minute 
winner from Luke and Team B won 3-2 in a thrilling and nail-biting match! Well done to everyone 
involved. 
 



Head lice 
 
We have had several reports of head lice in school over the last week. Below is NHS guidance on 
head lice and nits: 
 
How to get rid of head lice 
Treat head lice as soon as you spot them. You can treat head lice without seeing a GP. You should 
check everyone in the house and start treating anyone who has head lice on the same day. There's 
no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice. 
 
Wet combing 
Lice and nits can be removed by wet combing. You can buy a special fine-toothed comb (detection 
comb) online or from pharmacies to remove head lice and nits. There may be instructions on the 
pack, but usually you: 

• wash hair with ordinary shampoo 
• apply lots of conditioner (any conditioner will do) 
• comb the whole head of hair, from the roots to the ends 
• It usually takes about 10 minutes to comb short hair, and 20 to 30 minutes for long, frizzy or 

curly hair. 
• Do wet combing on days 1, 5, 9 and 13 to catch any newly hatched head lice. Check again 

that everyone's hair is free of lice on day 17. 
 
Medicated lotions and sprays 
If wet combing has not worked or is not suitable, you could try a medicated lotion or spray. These kill 
head lice in all types of hair, and you can buy them from pharmacies, supermarkets or online. Head 
lice should die within a day. Some lotions and sprays come with a comb to remove dead lice and 
eggs. Some treatments need to be repeated after a week to kill any newly hatched lice. Check the 
pack to see if they're OK for you or your child and how to use them. If lotions or sprays do not work, 
speak to a pharmacist about other treatments. 
 
Some treatments are not recommended because they're unlikely to work. 
For example: 

• products containing permethrin 
• head lice "repellents" 
• electric combs for head lice 
• tree and plant oil treatments, such as tea tree oil, eucalyptus oil and lavender oil herbal 

remedies 
 
Information: 
The charity Community Hygiene Concern has a video about wet combing for head lice. 
 
You cannot prevent head lice 
There's nothing you can do to prevent head lice. You can help stop them spreading by wet or dry 
combing regularly to catch them early. Do not use medicated lotions and sprays to prevent head lice. 
They can irritate the scalp. There's no need for children to stay off school or to wash laundry on a 
hot wash. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.chc.org/for-parents/


Newby Wiske Deposit Reminder for Year 5 
Please remember to complete the permission form on ParentPay indicating whether your child will 
or will not be going on the year 5 residential to Newby Wiske on Monday 17th June – Wednesday 
19th June. The deposit of £65 is due to be paid by Friday 3rd November. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact us if you have any problems or concerns relating to this. 
 
 

Riding Lights Presents Give it Back Mac! 
Please remember to login to ParentPay to give consent for your child to watch the theatre 
production of Give it Back Mac! on the 18th December.  
 
The recommended contribution is £4 per child. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please follow this link to find lots of information about what to do in October Half term in 
York, including childcare and lots of free and low-cost options 

https://mailchi.mp/mumbler/october-in-york-for-kids 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/mumbler/october-in-york-for-kids


Dates for your Diary 
Autumn Term 2023 
Any additional dates will be added in bold each week. 
October 2023 

Year 3 and 4 Pedestrian Training Thursday 26th October 2023 

Parent Consultations Wednesday 25th October 2023 (Rec, 1, 2, 4, 5) 
Thursday 26th October 2023 (1, 2, 4, 5) 
Postponed for year 6 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 27th October 2023 

 
November 2023 

Back to school Monday 6th November 2023 

Yoyo Workshop – Year 5 Monday 13th November 2023 

Individual School Photographs Wednesday 15th November 2023 

 
 
 
 
December 2023 

Tree Decorating Assembly Friday 1st December 2023 

EYFS and KS1 Nativity Tuesday 12th December 2023 - 2pm 
 Wednesday 13th December - 2pm 

Riding Lights Theatre Company Presents – 
Give it Back Mac! – Whole school  

Monday 18th December 2023 

Open afternoon – visit classrooms to see 
children’s work 

Monday 18th September 3:30pm-5:00pm 
 
Re-scheduled for Spring Term 

Yoyo Assembly and Workshops – Year 1 and 
Year 4  

Tuesday 19th December 2023 

Christmas Parties  Wednesday 20th December 2023 

PTA Christmas Disco Wednesday 20th December 2023 (TBC) 

Christmas Services in St Nicholas’ Church 
Parents welcome 

Thursday 21st December 2023 
10 am- EYFS and KS1 
11am- KS2 

School Closes for Christmas Thursday 21st December 2023 

Staff Training Day Friday 22nd December 2023 

Back to School Monday 8th January 2024 

Have a wonderful half term.  As always, don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
 
With very best wishes, 
Clare Thompson 
 
Attachments 

• Five Minute Read – Top Tips for Setting Boundaries Around Gaming 

• Educational Psychologist Support Line Flier (Updated) 


